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Instructions about baptisms 
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 
instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2) 

x Water baptism is a Christian fundamental because it signifies a new way of life. 

1.  What does water have to do with holiness? 
x In the Old Testament, washing in water was necessary for the purification of 

people, sacrifices, and even ordinary objects. Water is important for ____________. 

x In Jesus’ day the rabbis emphasized baptism, and Jesus practiced it too (Matthew 
3:13), though He warns against ________________________________ (Mark 7:1-23). 

x Though baptism is fundamental, many still need instruction about it. 

a. Some believe in baptizing babies, though biblical baptism is premised on one’s 
faith. Babies are _____________________________. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved …. (Mark 16:16) 

b. Some believe that sprinkling water is baptism, but baptize means immerse, and 
in the Bible baptism is a burial in the water. 

We were therefore buried with him through baptism …. (Romans 6:4) 

c. Some simply don’t believe baptism matters. 

The problem with the sinner’s prayer  
 

1. It sometimes reduces salvation to a simple transaction, but Jesus calls 
us to live a whole life of faith. 

2. It is not in the Bible (nor in the Christian creeds, for that matter). 
3. It neglects water baptism. 
 The acid test; When the apostles were asked “what must we do?” 

They said “Repent and be baptized for forgiveness of your sins.” 
(Acts 2:37-38) Can you say the same? 

2.  What happens in water baptism? 
a. In baptism we imitate Christ and _______________________________. 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John …. “[I]t is 
proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:13-15) 

b. In baptism we are born again 

I tell you the truth; no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 
water and the Spirit. (John 3:5) 
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c. In baptism our sins are washed away, and ____________________________. 

And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins 
away, calling on his name. (Acts 22:16) 

d. In baptism we receive the Holy Spirit (though He works outside baptism, too). 

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 
2:38) 

e. In baptism we are buried with and united with Christ then raised to a new life. 

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in his death, we 
will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. (Romans 6:4-5) 

f. In baptism we are _________________________________. 

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 3:26-27) 

g. In baptism we are saved. 

… eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism 
that now saves you also-- not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge 
of a good conscience toward God. (1 Peter 3:20-21)  

3.  Some questions about baptism: 
1.  Isn’t baptism a work? 

Not at all! Baptism is not something you do; it is something done to you. In 
baptism we renounce salvation by works. Baptism is a declaration of faith. 

2.  What about Spirit baptism? 

Some have received the Holy Spirit before baptism (Acts 10:44-48), some after it 
(Acts 8:12-16). But in the end, there is only one baptism (Ephesians 4:5): water 
baptism is the human side; Spirit baptism is the divine side. Being immersed in 
water without the Spirit is incomplete; being immersed in the Spirit without 
water is also incomplete. You must be “born of water and the Spirit” (John 3:5). 

3.  What if I weren’t taught properly about baptism? What if I haven’t been baptized? 

Nobody fully understands baptism, so a full understanding of baptism is not 
necessary. After all, baptism is a birth: how much does a baby need to know in 
order to be born? Nonetheless, if you were taught to deny basic truths about 
baptism, or if you haven’t been baptized as Scriptures teach, then do it again—
do it properly as an act of obedience. And those who died unbaptized?  God can 
waive the need for baptism, but He doesn’t give us that right. 

One Final Word: Don’t just be baptized; _____________________! 

 

He  saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out 
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  so that, having been justified by his grace, we 

might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. (Titus 4:3-7) 


